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The Integrity Council 
for the Voluntary 
Carbon Market
The Integrity Council for the Voluntary Carbon Market (Integrity Council) is 

an independent governance body for the voluntary carbon market. 

Our purpose is to ensure the voluntary carbon market accelerates a just 

transition to 1.5ºC. 

We do this by setting and enforcing a definitive set of global threshold 

standards that will set a global benchmark for carbon credit quality, 

drawing on the best science and expertise available,  so high-quality carbon 

credits channel finance towards genuine and additional greenhouse gas 

reductions and removals that go above and beyond what can otherwise be 

achieved, and contribute to climate resilient development.

Our purpose is to ensure the 

voluntary carbon market 

accelerates a just transition to 

1.5ºC. 
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Building VCM 1.5: Three pillars of a high-integrity VCM

A DEFINITIVE GLOBAL THRESHOLD 

STANDARD FOR HIGH-QUALITY CARBON 

CREDITS

SUPPLY SIDE BUY-SIDE

A MARKET BASED ON RIGOROUS 

STANDARDS AND MARKET 

INFRASTRUCTURE

ACCEPTED STANDARDS FOR USING 

CREDITS AS PART OF A CREDIBLE NET-

ZERO PATHWAY

MARKET

ARE CREDITS DOING WHAT 

THEY SAY THEY ARE DOING?

IS THERE CONFIDENCE IN 

PRICES AND CONTRACTS?

HOW SHOULD CREDITS BE 

USED BY COMPANIES? 

Corporate claims standard setters
(ie VCMI, GFANZ, SBTi)
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Build integrity and scale will follow
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Build integrity and scale will follow
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Our mandate

/01
QUICK TRANSACTION

Interactively transform cutting-

edge intellectual capital after

/01
Core Carbon Principles

Establish, host, and curate a set of Core 

Carbon Principles (CCPs), a definitive set 

of global threshold standards that will set 

a global benchmark for carbon credit 

quality.

/02
Governance

Provide governance and oversight over 

standard setting organizations on 

adherence to CCPs as well as on 

market infrastructure and participant 

eligibility.

/03
Define Roadmap

Help to coordinate and manage 

interlinkages between individual 

bodies; define a roadmap for the 

responsible growth of the Voluntary 

Carbon Market.
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